
 ǿǿǿΦǎǘŀǊōŜŎƪƛƴōƭƻƻƳΦŎƻΦǳƪ    м 

 

BRITAIN IN BLOOM 

2017 

STARBECK IN BLOOM 



 ǿǿǿΦǎǘŀǊōŜŎƪƛƴōƭƻƻƳΦŎƻΦǳƪ    н 

 

    

 

Groups involved  ...................................................................... 2 
 

Welcome  ....................................................................................... 3 
 

Local History  .............................................................................. 4 
 

Committee ................................................................................... 5 
 

AðHorticultural Achievement ....................................... 6 
 

BðEnvironmental Responsibility  .............................. 13 
 

CðCommunity Participation  ....................................... 19 
 

Future Projects ....................................................................... 19 
 

Fund Raising ........................................................................... 25 
 

Diary  ............................................................................................ 24 
 
Appendix 

Contents 



 ǿǿǿΦǎǘŀǊōŜŎƪƛƴōƭƻƻƳΦŎƻΦǳƪ    о 

 

We have pleasure in submitting our portfolio for 
2107 and look forward to welcoming you to our 
community. 

 

Starbeck in Bloom was formed 19 years ago, 
after a spate of vandalism that left the         
community devoid of hope.  A committee was 
formed: a grant from Tidy Britain (Keep Britain 
Tidy)  and a decision to enter Yorkshire in 
Bloom as an urban community followed and 
Starbeck in Bloom was formed. 

 

Our aim was to make Starbeck a better and 

cleaner place to live.  We have gone on to gain 

extremely good results in Yorkshire in Bloom 

and were honoured to be chosen to represent 

Yorkshire in the Urban Community category in 

the Britain in Bloom finals in 2006, 2008 and 

2013 achieving a Silver Gilt and award for the 

best community.  We now are entering for 2017 

and are already well ahead with our             

preparations.  

Welcome To Starbeck  

нллл ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ  τоǊŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

нллм                  ̧ ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ τ  Ƨƻƛƴǘ мǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

нллн ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ τ мǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ  

нлло ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ τ нƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

нллп ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ  τ нƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

нллр ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ  τ мǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ aƻǎǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŘ 

нллс .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ  τ {ƛƭǾŜǊ Dƛƭǘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ  /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΥ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ 

нллт ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ  τ DƻƭŘ ƳŜŘŀƭ 

нллу .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ  τ {ƛƭǾŜǊ Dƛƭǘ  

нллф ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ τ DƻƭŘ aŜŘŀƭ 

нлмл ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ τ DƻƭŘ aŜŘŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ Σ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǿŀǊŘ 

нлмм ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ τ DƻƭŘ aŜŘŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ  

нлмн ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ τ DƻƭŘ aŜŘŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ  

нлмо .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ  τ {ƛƭǾŜǊ Dƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ .Ŝǎǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

нлмп ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ τ DƻƭŘ aŜŘŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ  

нлмр ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ τ DƻƭŘ aŜŘŀƭ  

нлмс ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ τ DƻƭŘ aŜŘŀƭ ŀƴŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ 

Left to right - Starbeck Boundary Wheel; Mr Beer óthe man on a bikeô  
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Left to right - High Street 1920; Spa Mews wells 1860  

Our objectives have always been to improve 
our surroundings and bring together the      
community in order to make Starbeck a better 
place. Starbeck in Bloom have aimed to make 
people aware of their own environment and 
how they can improve it for themselves and 
wildlife, through different planting schemes 
and hosting awareness days.Our businesses, 
local groups and residents are very willing to 
back us financially and practically.   

Our committee is small but has numerous 
supporters and draws on enormous support 
from all groups, businesses and individuals in 
Starbeck.  Everyone plays a part to make this 
a strong community of which we can be 
proud.  We held a Britain in Bloom launch 
evening in February to which over 18 groups 

came, each with a small display.  Over 125 
people attended and our plans for 2017 were 
launched.  We adopted a new logo (Starbeck 
is Special .....). This will be used throughout 
the year on all publicity, will go on our new 
high street banners and in a series of articles 
in the local press.  

 We continue to work in partnership with   
Harrogate Borough  Council (HBC),   
Northern and Network Rail,  Morrisons , 
The Coop  and  Taylors  of  Harrogate, 
North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) 
local schools,  churches and several groups 
new to bloom such as 2 Womenôs Institutes 
and Henshaws College ( supporting people 
living with sight loss) and Starbeck Mission. 
. 

Local History 
In medieval times Starbeck was known as 
Stokkebrigmyre, a boggy place in the Forest 
of Knaresborough. At the end of the 16th 
century two mineral springs were             
discovered and people began to visit the 
area. The waters were well known     
throughout the 17th century. Houses        
began to appear in the area known as    
Forest Lane Head then in 1750s Blind Jack 
Metcalf routed his turnpike road through 
here crossing the Star Beck. The forest was 
enclosed, the springs fell into private hands 
and then into a rapid    demise. Fine houses 
began to appear and in 1811 the Harrogate 
Workhouse opened on the border of       
Harrogate and Knaresborough. In 1822 the 
old mineral springs were   reopened and 
Starbeck was receiving visitors again but 
still was no more than a hamlet. Then came 
the railway. A station to serve Harrogate 

opened in 1848. Starbeck exploded in size, 
in less than 50 years the population rose 
from around 50 to 5000. Starbeck matured 
and prospered and soon turned into the 
community we know today. 
 

We have been fortunate to have had two 
local historians who have written books and 
kept our history alive. After the death of Mr 
Beer in 1999 (one of the local      historians), 
Starbeck in Bloom spearheaded a fund to 
raise a sculpture in his memory, ñMan on a 
Bikeò and to lay a history pavement.       
Starbeck in Bloom was determined to keep 
our ñrootsò alive and funded a new history 
project helped by historian Stephen Abbott. 
Ã15,000 was raised in about 10 months from 
public donation to fund the project. A history 
trail leaflet now takes you around Starbeck 
and to the history information boards funded 
by Awards for All.  
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Chairman ŀƴŘ Co-ordinator  Christine Stewart  

Show Co-ordinator  Doreen Davies  

Allotment Secretary  Chris Wardle  

Treasurer  Bob Coppinger 

Brigades & Methodist Church Gardens Co-ordinator  Chris Binks  

Catering Organiser & Beck Welly Wader  Pat Foxall  

Expert Street Weeders  Margaret Manning, Amy Clark,   Grace 

Coop, Andy Gillespie, Gillian HerrityΣ aŀǊȅ 

.ǊŀŘƭŜȅΣ IŜƭŜƴ CŜƴǘƻƴΣ wŜōŜŎŎŀ [ǳƴŘ 

Webmaster and óheavyworkôman  Tim Stewart 

Heavy Work Team Bob Coppinger, Andy Gillespie, Mike Hine 

Simon Collier, John Shutt, Clive 

Community Co-ordinator Taylors of Harrogate  Chris Powell  

Harrogate Borough Council Liaison  Jo Ryder 

Publicity and Ideas  Sue Wood  

Springwater School Liaison and Weeders  Brenda Coppinger  

Starbeck Primary School Liaison Sarah Rowntree 

Starbeck in Bloom Committee (all are ñhands onò active members)  
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Section A Horticultural Achievement 

A1 IMPACT 

All the floral displays in Starbeck are planned 
and funded by Starbeck in Bloom and       
maintained by teams of volunteers for watering 
and maintenance.  Starbeck in Bloom also   
encourage and advise other groups who wish 
to participate. 

The 3 boundary wheels (B3 & B5) (one of the 
very first projects) which were purchased 
through the Starbeck community fund are 
planted out twice a year by volunteers, with 
perennial beds behind the wheels and many 
bulbs in the grass both front and rear.  

On the High Street there are 11 barrier       
baskets, 12 half baskets on the tree cages and 
20 hanging baskets on the lampposts.  These 
have been purchased over the years by     
funding sourced by Starbeck in Bloom, from 
local councillors, community funds and local 
groups.  All the planters in Starbeck are in blue 
to match the street furniture. 

 

 

The colour theme for this year is yellow, red 
and white with pansies, hyacinths, tulips and 
wallflowers in the spring.  In the summer we 
add orange to the theme with begonias, african 
marigolds, geraniums, dahlias and helichry-
sums.  The Cenotaph will be planted with white 
flowers.  The hanging baskets are planted and 
watered by Harrogate Borough Council 
made to our theme but entirely funded by   
Starbeck in Bloom.  This year we have asked 
for hanging basket sponsorship from the    
businesses and residents and have now all 20 
sponsored.   

Over the years Starbeck in Bloom have     
Identified areas which could be planted to 
brighten the environment and the result is a 
wide variety of types of planting.  We have  
nectar rich beds to attract insect pollinators, 
heuchera and grass bed, an alpine trough, a 
heather bed and our herbs and fruits in theô 
Grow it, Eat itô corner along with a range of  
perennial and sustainable planted areas. 

 

 

Left to right - Cenotaph; High Street planter; 

Left to right - Trough and Barrier baskets on High Street 
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Section A Horticultural Achievement 

 

Starbeck in Bloom has been asked this year to 
take over the whole maintenance of the library 
garden.  Areas have been cleared and our 
plans are to develop two new perennial           
herbaceous borders. 

Over the last year a new floral bed was devel-
oped in front of the library with sustainable 
planting in yellow to become our Tour de 
France legacy bed.  In it we have Pierre our 
tour legacy who is a man on a pennyfarthing 
bike made and funded by our local metal  
worker, Marlyn Metalcraft.  We have a figure 
of a swimmer as the focus of a floral bed  
planted with annuals in front of the swimming 
pool.  This is privately funded by donation and 
the work is carried out by Starbeck in Bloom 
and watered by HBC swimming pool staff. 

A2 HORTICULTURAL PRACTICE 

All seasonal plants for planters and hanging 
baskets are sourced from Harrogate Borough 
Council's nursery well known for the quality of 
its plants.  All shrubs and perennials are 
sourced from local plant nurseries all of which 

give a discount to Starbeck in Bloom.  We are 
frequently given plants and we recycle plants 
which outgrow their space.  All containers have 
reservoirs and all beds are mulched with either 
recycled wood chippings, compost or gravel.  
Watering, deadheading and feeding are carried 
out by volunteers and Harrogate Borough 
Council's park staff.  We have 10 voluntary 
waterers and use the water supply at the 
Prince of Wales pub where we store our own 
watering machine.  We also use water from the 
Starbeck Working Mens Club.  Grey water is 
used where possible but we are at present   
investigating the opportunities of using        
rainwater collected from roofs from businesses 
on the High Street but for various reasons such 
as metal downpipes this hasnôt been possible 
in many areas.  

Table of watering personnel in Appendix  

Planting of herbs fruit and vegetable crops are 
in the community " Grow it ,Eat it " corner near 
the Methodist Church. This area has an        
interpretation board to help identify the         
varieties of herbs and is for public use . 

Left to right - Library garden ; Swimmer bed  

Left to right - Boundary Wheel ; Grow it  Eat It corner 
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Section A Horticultural Achievement 

. A new group is being formed of Incredible  
Edibles and they hope to take over the owner-
ship of this corner and a raised bed of herbs on 
the railway station platform (which are planted 
to be picked by commuters on their way home 
from work).  

The planting in small gap sites is being      
gradually changed to perennial and             
sustainable. Each area is evaluated yearly and 
a rolling programme of work planned thus 
spreading both workload and cost and also  
resources such as water when new planting is 
considered, the maintenance plan and          
responsibility is always discussed before work 
is started.  

A3 COMMUNITY GARDENING 

The story corner at St Andrews church car park 
was reclaimed waste land, redesigned and 
landscaped to create a quiet place for the local 
play group .It was initially maintained by         
St John's Ambulance Cadets along with  
Starbeck in Bloom and constantly used by 
youngsters. Now the Guides have adopted the 
corner and have a large planter. This year they 

are taking part in a project studying bees and 
insects on dahlias this is part of an RHS 
scheme (Blooms for Bees) and they are using 
the project to complete their badge work in 
both horticulture and photography.                   
A professional photographer has volunteered 
to help the Guides with their photography 
skills.  

The Bio diversity bed started life as  a rose 
bed, Starbeck in bloom changed it first to 
drought resistant plants then to Nectar rich 
plants. Original funding came from Yorkshire 
water and Allotment fund and interpretation 
panels were funded by NYCC councillors. 
Large insect hotels were made to encourage 
insects and planting is chosen to ensure all 
year round nectar and food for pollinators. 

The grass bed was another unloved area , a 
raised bed on the High Street originally planted 
using donated grasses , after 6 years it was 
getting out  of hand and was cleared and      
replanted with heucheras, heleniums,        
snowdrops, alliums and anemone blanda for 
the spring colour and insect pollinators.  

Left to right - Gap Site; Insect hotel in nectar beds;  

Left to right - Raised bed on High Street: Story Corner 
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Section A Horticultural Achievement 

 

The large planters on the station were given to 
us by Network Rail and half barrels originally 
donated by Northern Rail. This year we are 
funding new barrels (50%) from a North   
Yorkshire County Councillor grant, made of 
maintenance free plastic with a water reservoir 
which will aid watering and reduce the amount 
of water required. The total replacement will 
continue over the next few years. 

A few years ago we trialled new planters made 
of recycled plastic wood to assess their       
suitability and lifespan, they have been a    
success and are using Ecoboard in other    
projects. (Forest Lane Roundabout & High St/
Forest Lane Junction)  

Following a refurbishment at the Methodist 
church, a working party has re-landscaped the 
grounds and have formed a weekly gardening 
club.  The area is also used for the planting of 
memorial flowering cherry trees. 

Jehovahs Witness church has moved into new 
premises near the Belmont Railway crossing 

 

and have extensive landscaped grounds. 
Hookstone school has recently expanded and 
the new developments has led to new land-
scaping down the driveway. 

Springwater Special School has a sixth form 
section now that has adopted an allotment at 
St Andrews site. They have paved paths for 
wheelchairs and made new raised accessible   
vegetable beds using recycled material        
acquired with help from Starbeck in Bloom . 

Springwater school have a woodland walk 
which Starbeck in Bloom working alongside 
students completing their NCS scheme  helped 
to regenerate with pruning and chipping.    
Henshaws College has extensive grounds and 
Starbeck in Bloom recently helped with       
coppicing of an overgrown willow area and ar-
ranged for the students to learn willow skills to 
make a hurdle with them in the library garden. 

Left to right - Railway Station :  Eco Planter 

Left to right - ; Willow Hurdle : Springwater Allotment 
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Section A Horticultural Achievement 

A3 RESIDENTIAL GARDENS 

These reflect a sense of pride with many     
residents having floral displays outside their 
gardens on the verges; some of these can be 
seen down Forest Lane.  The garden         
competition has now been running for 17 years 
and attracts over 40 entries.  There are also 
classes for business and residential homes.  It 
is judged by the show director Mr Nick Smith 
from the Harrogate Flower Shows. 

Spa Mews, Station View, Belmont House, 
Vida Hall and Bilton Hall are residential      
elderly housing schemes and all have prize 
winning gardens giving pleasure to many.  
Starbeck in Bloom help the Spa Mews        
residents to care for a scented border and bird 
feeding station.   

Ravenscourt is a scheme for elderly inde-
pendent living, each care for a small garden 
and   always enter the communal section of the 
Annual Garden competition. 

 

 

A3 ALLOTMENTS 

There are 3 allotment sites in Starbeck, 1) St 
Andrews has 82 plots and is self administered.  
The allotment committee has received grants 
from the Starbeck Community Fund and 1 from 
the Awards for All to fund a new perimeter 
fence and a composting toilet.  Springwater 
Special School 6

th
 Form and Henshaws Col-

lege (supporting people living with sight loss) 
both have allotments on this site.  Starbeck in 
Bloom has worked closely with these groups 
helping to provide recycled paving, raised beds 
and bark chippings for pathways. 2) Pearl 
Street is a small council run site with 7 plots 
and 3)Stonefall is another self administered 
site with 38 plots.  All have very active      
members who participate in the Harrogate    
Allotment Show and Starbeck Annual Show.  
All of Starbeckôs sites are fully let and have 
waiting lists.  All have water butts and        
composters to save water and recycle green 
waste. Many are organic sites and   encourage 
planting for insect pollinators .  

Left to right - Garden Competition Entry :  Ravenscourt 

Left to right - ; Spa Mews : Vida Hall 


